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T h e issue o f the n o b l e monas t i c f o u n d a t i o n has been researched i n Pol ish h i s to r iog raphy 

m a i n l y f r o m the p o i n t o f v i e w o f ecclesiast ical h i s to ry . T h e monaster ies I w i l l present 

here h a v e been t h e subjec t o f several studies i n the f ields o f a r t h is tory , a rchaeo logy , 

and l i t e r a r y h i s t o r y . T h e r e is also a c e r t a i n n u m b e r o f studies c o n c e r n i n g t h e genealo­

gy o f d i f f e ren t n o b l e fami l i e s or t he i r i n d i v i d u a l members , b u t these studies w e r e pre­

d o m i n a n t l y i n v e s t i g a t i n g p o l i t i c a l h i s t o r y . M o s t o f t h i s ex t ens ive l i t e ra tu re t ends to 

neg lec t t h e r e l a t i o n b e t w e e n founder a n d f o u n d e d i n s t i t u t i o n , pa r t i cu l a r ly t h e ro l e o f 

t he f o u n d e r i n the f o u n d a t i o n process a n d h i s or her se l f - representa t ion i n t h e ro l e o f 

f ounde r a n d p a t r o n . 

T h e three cases w h i c h w i l l be presented i n m y paper are chosen f r o m t h e large 

n u m b e r o f n o b l e f o u n d a t i o n s i n t w e l f t h - c e n t u r y P o l a n d . T h e reason I se lected these 

cases is t h a t very l i t t l e is k n o w n about t h e m a j o r i t y o f m o n a s t i c founda t ions a t th i s 

t i m e . Nevertheless , e v e n i n these cases i n f o r m a t i o n is meagre. Because o f th i s scarcity, 

one m u s t focus o n c o n s t r u c t i n g hypotheses . For th i s reason, t he re is also t h e m e t h o d ­

o l o g i c a l danger o f c r e a t i n g c i r cu la r a r g u m e n t a t i o n . 

G e o g r a p h i c a l l y , t h e cases w h i c h I w i l l present are f r o m Grea ter P o l a n d and 

Silesia . T h e monaster ies were established for B e n e d i c t i n e , P remons t ra tens ian , canons 

regular, a n d C i s t e r c i a n orders. 

T h e sources w h i c h are sui table t o research founders ' m o t i v a t i o n and self-repre­

sen ta t ion are charters a n d tympana . F o u n d a t i o n charters have been c o m m o n l y regarded 

as so c o n v e n t i o n a l as t o be a lmost u n w o r t h y o f a t t e n t i o n . Formulae used i n these doc­

uments are c l ichés , b u t th i s does n o t m e a n t h a t they were meaningless. Eschato logica l 

m o t i v a t i o n e n c o u r a g i n g people to g ive p r o p e r t y t o t h e monas te ry is s tated d i r e c t l y 

there , b u t there are also h i n t s about h i d d e n m o t i v e s a n d a ims o f founders. O n e o f t h e m 

is t he n e e d for prest ige a n d s e l f - d e f i n i t i o n as a m e m b e r o f t h e n o b i l i t y . 

F o u n d a t i o n t y m p a n a are very s ign i f i can t , b u t q u i t e n e g l e c t e d by h i s t o r i ans as a 

type o f source. T y m p a n a d e p i c t a person w h o m i g h t be dead or a l ive i n t h e t i m e o f 

s c u l p t i n g , addressing a c e n t r a l l y placed f igure , e i t he r C h r i s t , t h e V i r g i n , or some sa in t . 

T h e donor ' s gesture represents a n ac tua l s ign o f his or h e r a c t i o n and feelings. I n o w 

w a n t t o discuss t he f o u n d a t i o n processes o f t h e four monas te r ies i n order t o see t h e 

founders ' m o t i v a t i o n a n d t h e i r self-representat ion i n charters a n d f o u n d a t i o n t y m p a n a . 

1 This paper was delivered in Rostock at the conference on Mittelalterlicher niederer Adel in Ostelbien und 
Ostmitteleuropa, 12-14, June, 1997. 



C a s e A 

T h e C i s t e r c i a n monas t e ry i n L e k n o is p robab ly t h e f i r s t f o u n d a t i o n o f t h i s order i n 

P o l a n d . T h e f o u n d a t i o n process las ted f r o m abou t 1143-45 to 1153. T h e m o t h e r 

m o n a s t e r y o f L e k n o was A l t e n b e r g abbey ( N o r d r h e i n - W e s t f a l e n ) . I t was t h e second o f 

A l t e n b e r g ' s daughter-houses, and at t h e t i m e o f its f o u n d a t i o n , L e k n o was t h e abbey 

far thes t t o the East o f a l l those w h i c h be longed t o t h e order . 

T h e founder o f t h i s monastery was a n o b l e m a n c a l l e d Z b y l u t f r o m t h e P a t u k i k i n ­

d r ed . H i s name appears i n several cha r t e r s b e t w e e n 1140 and 1153, b u t n o detai ls 

abou t h i s l i fe are k n o w n . Z b y l u t w i t n e s s e d d o n a t i o n s fo r the Trzemeszno a n d M o g i l n o 

B e n e d i c t i n e monas ter ies ( b o t h i n G r e a t e r P o l a n d ) , fo r the C i s t e r c i a n monas te ry i n 

Jcdrze jów ( i n Lesser P o l a n d ) , and h e also d o n a t e d S t . James c h u r c h t o t h e M o g i l n o 

m o n a s t e r y . 2 

T h e f o u n d a t i o n cha r t e r o f t he L e k n o monas te ry is preserved i n t h e o r i g i n a l . 3 T h e 

c h a r t e r was issued b y t h e founder a n d a u t h e n t i c a t e d by the a rch iép i scopa l seal. T h e 

i n t e n t i o n o f the f o u n d e r is descr ibed i n the arenga a n d the narratio. T h e s e passages 

express a n e scha to log ica l m o t i v a t i o n , w h i c h encou raged h i m to g ive some pa r t o f h i s 

p r o p e r t y t o the monas t e ry . T h i s is t h e m o t i v a t i o n h e w a n t e d to show t o h i s c o n t e m ­

porar ies a n d t o pos t e r i t y . A l t h o u g h t h e f o r m was c o n v e n t i o n a l , there is n o reason t o 

regard this m o t i v a t i o n as an empty c o n v e n t i o n a l gesture. 

W i t h i n th i s t e x t t w o layers c a n be d is t inguished. First, the founder , as a m e m b e r 

o f t h e C h r i s t i a n c o m m u n i t y , w a n t e d t o suppor t t h e C h u r c h by g i v i n g a pa r t o f h is 

p r o p e r t y t o t he h i g h l y respected eccles ias t ica l i n s t i t u t i o n ( i n th i s case, a monas t e ry ) ; 

second , by th is c o m m i t m e n t , the f o u n d e r hoped t o secure e terna l s a lva t i on for h i m s e l f 

and his fami ly . 

Brygida Kürbis, w h o examined t h e charter, p o i n t e d ou t t w o unusual characteristics: 

t h e absence o f a n express ion t y p i c a l f o r the f o u n d a t i o n charter , pro remissione peccato-
rum, a n d the f o r m u l a used by the f o u n d e r to descr ibe himself : ego Zbilut Poloniç ciuis, 
w h i c h has n o para l le l s i n o the r t w e l f t h - c e n t u r y char te r s . She in t e rp re t s t h i s pecu l ia r 

express ion i n t he sense t h a t Z b y l u t was a n equal t o t h e congrega t ion , h a v i n g very h i g h 

2 Andrzej M. Wyrwa, Procesy fundacyjne wielkopolskich klasztoróvj linii altenberskiej: Lekno-LqďObra [The 
Foundation Processes of the Cistercian Monasteries of the Altenberg Line in Greater Poland: Lekno-Lad-
Obra] (Poznan: Wydawnictwo Naukowe U A M , 1995), 64-73. 
1 Józef Dobosz, "Dokument fundacyjny klasztoru cystersów w Leknie," [The Foundation Chattet of the 
Cistercian Monastery in Lekno] Studia i Materiály do dziejów Paiuk 1 (1989): 63-64. 



status i n the socie ty . T h i s i n t e r e s t i n g i n t e r p r e t a t i o n , however , has n o t been suff icent-

ly p roved . T h e use o f a t e r m t a k e n f r o m R o m a n l aw c e r t a i n l y ind ica tes the idea t h a t 

the founder be longed to t h e n o b i l i t y and possessed r ights as a m e m b e r o f i t . B u t I 

believe tha t the t e r m does n o t refer to a re la t ionship be tween the founder and the c o n v e n t 

as Kürbis suggests. 

A n o t h e r reason w h i c h is n o t present b u t is i m p l i e d i n the f o u n d a t i o n char ter , is 

t he need for prest ige. T h e n e e d for prestige a n d t h e var ious ways t o show one's h i g h 

social p o s i t i o n was a n i m p o r t a n t par t o f life for t h e m e d i e v a l n o b i l i t y . B e i n g a founde r 

m e a n t t h a t a g i v e n person c o u l d o b t a i n a c e r t a i n l e v e l o f m a t e r i a l a n d p o l i t i c a l p o w e r 

and w e a l t h . T h e h i g h costs o f s u c h a n enterprise were an i n v e s t m e n t i n the founder ' s 

social p o s i t i o n a n d f a m i l y status. 

T h e impor t ance o f the f o u n d a t i o n is also emphasized by Zbylu t ' s spectacular gesture 

o f g i v i n g a par t o f h is Patrimonium, w h i c h was regarded as the most precious part o f one's 

p roper ty . T h i s is a n a r g u m e n t t h a t founda t ions were t aken ser iously a n d were n o t 

e m p t y gestures. 

Z b y l u t is k n o w n (as a wi tness ) f r o m several f o u n d a t i o n char te r s w h i c h were 

issued before or i n the t i m e o f t h e f o u n d a t i o n process i n L e k n o . T h i s means t h a t he 

was present at m a n y churches ' consecra t ions a n d wi tnessed the legal side o f the f o u n ­

d a t i o n acts. T h i s fact , i n m y unde r s t and ing , c o u l d have p layed a n i m p o r t a n t ro le i n 

Zby lu t ' s dec i s ion to unde r t ake t h e f o u n d a t i o n o f t h e C i s t e r c i a n monas t e ry i n L e k n o . 

There fo re , t h e f o u n d a t i o n o f t h e L e k n o monas tery was n o t o n l y a r e l ig ious gesture, b u t 

also a way t o express the founder ' s b e l o n g i n g t o t h e h ighes t strata o f m e d i e v a l society. 

C a s e B 

T h e r e is a b u n d a n t l i t e ra tu re d e v o t e d t o the var ious p rob lems o f t h e P remons t r a t ens i an 

n u n n e r y i n S t r z e l n o . ' C o n t r o v e r s y centers o n th ree p o i n t s : the i d e n t i t y o f the founder , 

4 Brygida Kürbis, "Cystersi w kulturze polskiego šredniowiecza. Trzy przykfady z X I I wieku," [Cistercians in 
the Culture of the Polish Middle Ages: Three Examples ftom the Twelfth Century], in Na {rrogach historii 
[On the Doorsteps of Histoty] (Poznaň: Abos, 1994), 341-2. 

See for example Str^eíno romaňskie. Zbiór studiów, [Romanesque Strzelno: a Collection of Studies] ed. 
Zygmunt Swiechowski (Strzelno: PTTK, 1972); Brygida Kürbis, "Najstarsza tradycja klasztoru panien nor-
bertanek w Strzelnie," [The Oldest Tradition of the Premonstratensian Nunnery in Strzelno], in Na progach 
historii; Krystyna Józefowiczówna, "Trzy romaňskie klasztoty,". [Three Romanesque Churches], in Studia z 
dziejów liemi mogileňskiej, [A Study of History of the Mogilno Region], ed. Czeslaw Luczak, (Poznaň, 
Wydawnictwo Poznaňskie, 1978), 165-265; Jadwiga Chudziakowa, "Zespcíl architektury romaňskiej w 
Strzelnie w šwietle najnowszych badaň." [The Romanesque Complex of Architecture in Strzelno in the 
Light of the Recent Research] Acta Universitatis Nicolai Copernici 13 (1990): 6-19; Božena Zimnowoda-
Krajewska and Jam Salm, "Problematyka badaň architektonicznych ponorbertaňskiego kosciola p.w. Trójcy 
w Strzelnie" [The Results of the Recent Research on Architecture of the Ex-Premonstratensian Monastic 
Church of Holy Trinity in Strzelno] Acta Universitatis Nicolai Copernici 20 (1992): 21-47. 



t he t i m e o f t h e f o u n d a t i o n process, a n d the t i m e o f the b u i l d i n g o f t he t w o m o n a s t i c 

churches . These cont rovers ies d e r i v e f r o m t h e fact t h a t t he sources are very incons i s ­

t e n t i n regard to t he i d e n t i t y o f t h e founder o f t he St rze lno n u n n e r y and t he date o f 

the f o u n d a t i o n . T h e d a t i n g var ies i n t he sources f r o m 1133 t o t h e b e g i n n i n g o f t h e 

t h i r t e e n t h century. 1 do n o t w a n t t o go i n t o the details o f the discussion, but I w i l l present 

t w o m a i n hypotheses proposed i n t he l i t e ra ture . Brygida Kürbis suggested the hypothes is 

t h a t 1133 , t h e earliest year k n o w n f r o m t h e sources, refers t o t h e H o l y Cross a n d t h e 

V i r g i n M a r y c h u r c h (present -day St. P r o k o p c h u r c h ) i n S t r ze lno founded by Peter 

Wszebor, and then , his son Peter "the O l d " Wszeborowic founded t he Premonstratensian 

n u n n e r y a n d the T r i n i t y c h u r c h a r o u n d 1190 . 6 T h i s hypothes is , we l l - e s t ab l i shed i n t h e 

l i t e r a tu re , has been r ecen t l y c h a l l e n g e d by Janusz B i e n i a k . H e cons t ruc t ed a n e w 

hypothesis w h i c h t r ied to connec t the f o u n d a t i o n o f the Strzelno n u n n e r y w i t h the p o w ­

erful S i l e s i a n nob l e Peter W t o s t o w i c . B i e n i a k assumed the ex i s tence o f an o lde r son o f 

Peter W l o s t o w i c , named Wszebor , d i f ferent f r o m the t w o w h o are k n o w n f r o m the 

sources. T h i s Wszebor cou ld have been a founder o f the Strzelno n u n n e r y . 7 

G i v e n the p r o b l e m o f t h e incons i s t ency o f the sources a n d the m u l t i p l i c i t y o f 

hypotheses, the safest way t o o v e r c o m e t h e t hus far unreso lved p r o b l e m o f t h e d a t i n g 

is to state t h a t some members o f Wszeborowice k ind red founded t he Premonstratensian 

nunnery i n Strzelno and somewhere around this t ime also founded the St. Prokop ro tunda . 

I n t h e case o f the S t r ze lno monas te ry , t h e o n l y e x i s t i n g sources r e l e v a n t t o t he 

founders ' m o t i v a t i o n and se l f - represen ta t ion are the f o u n d a t i o n t y m p a n a a n d t he 

a r c h i t e c t u r e o f b o t h churches . U n f o r t u n a t e l y , t h e f o u n d a t i o n c h a r t e r has n o t s u r v i v e d , 

bu t there are t w o t y m p a n a r e l a t ed to 

the S t rze lno monas te ry , one f r o m 

the St. P r o k o p r o t u n d a a n d a n o t h e r 

one f r o m t h e H o l y T r i n i t y c h u r c h . 

T h e scene o n t he first t y m p a n u m con ­

sists o f t h r ee persons. T h e c e n t r a l 

p o s i t i o n , t h e h ighes t p o i n t o f the 

semicircular frame, is occup ied by the 

s i g n i f i c a n t l y t a l l e r f igure o f C h r i s t 

I . Tympanum from St. Prokop Church in Strzelno 

6 Brygida Kürbis, "Dzieje fundaeji strzeleňskiej w šwietle dokumentów' [History of Strzclno's Foundation in 
the Light of Sources] (Strzelno, PTTK, 1992), 44-45; Idem, "Najstarsza tradyeja," 135-6. 
' Janusz Bieniak, "Polska elita polityczna XII vvieku. Czešč I I I , Atbitrzy ksiaža.t - krag rodzinny Piotra Wlostowica," 
[Polish Twelfth-centuty Political Elite: Part three: The Arbitets of Dukes, the Family Circle of Piott 
Wlostowic] in Spokczenstwo Pokki šredniowiecznej, vol. 4, ed. Stefan K. Kuczynski (Watsaw: PWN, 1990), 53-65. 



s i t t i n g o n t he t h r o n e , w h o represents the i c o n o g r a p h i c a l t ype Rex Gloriae. H e is 

addressed by t w o figures o f t h e donors , one o n e a c h side. T h e m a n seen o n the lef t is 

b e n t a lmos t i n h a l f and holds a rea l i s t i c m o d e l o f t h e St . P rokop r o t u n d a . A female f i g ­

ure, seen o n t h e r i g h t , shows deep respect t h r o u g h her body pos tu re ; i n a d d i t i o n , she 

is h o l d i n g a n o p e n b o o k i n he r hands . H e r head is cove red closely by a v e i l suggesting 

e i the r her a f f i l i a t i o n w i t h a c o n v e n t or her m a r i t a l status. T h e r e is n o i n s c r i p t i o n 

w h i c h may revea l the i d e n t i t y o f t he couple . T h i s ob jec t is d a t e d t o the end o f t h e 

t w e l f t h a n d b e g i n n i n g o f t he t h i r t e e n t h c e n t u r y . 8 I n the o the r t y m p a n u m the c e n t r a l 

pos i t ion is occupied by St. A n n e h o l d i n g the V i r g i n M a r y as a baby. H e r gesture o f carry­

ing the V i r g i n as a baby is very m a t e r n a l and appears qui te casual, jus t as i f she were any 

w o m a n ca r ry ing a baby. T h e donors are knee l ing , o n e o n each side. T h e m a n o n the left 

is h o l d i n g a m o d e l o f the c h u r c h , a n d the w o m a n o n t he r igh t , i n a s im i l a r pos i t ion , ho lds 

a book. H e r dress implies the m a r i t a l status. 

The re is an i n s c r i p t i o n o n the semici rcular 

frame m e n t i o n i n g the name Petrus and the 

patrocinium o f the c h u r c h . 9 T h i s object is 

dated to the same t i m e as the one above. 1 0 

T o c o n c l u d e th i s case, I w o u l d l ike 

t o stress, especial ly , the i m p o r t a n c e o f the 

f o u n d a t i o n t y m p a n a . T h e y s e r v e d as 

"visual charters" c o m m e m o r a t i n g t h e act 

o f f o u n d a t i o n . T h e i r n o n - w r i t t e n charac­

ter p r o v i d e d t h e poss ib i l i ty t h a t t h e mes­

sage w o u l d be v i s ib l e and u n d e r s t o o d by a 

m u c h w i d e r p u b l i c . L i t e r a l l y , eve rybody 

e n t e r i n g t he c h u r c h or passing b y c o u l d see the t y m p a n u m . I n t he case o f charters t h e i r 

message was addressed t o a ve ry select group o f peop l e and n o t d i s p l a y e d p u b l i c l y , b u t 

t y m p a n a served ve ry w e l l for t h e purpose o f se l f - representa t ion . T h e y were vis ible n o t 

o n l y to fe l low n o b l e m e n , bu t a l l people below and above i n the soc ia l h ierarchy. 

2. Tympanum from Holy Trinity Church in Strzelno 

8 Sztuka polska przedromaňska i románská do schyíku XÍÍJ wieku [Polish Pre-Romanesque and Romanesque 
Art to the End of the Thirteenth Century], ed. Michal Walicki, vol. 2 (Warsaw: PWN, 1971), 760; Zygmunt 
Swiechowski, Sztuka románská iv Polsce [Polish Romanesque Ar t ] (Warsaw: Arkady, 1990), 70. 
9 TE VEL V T OPTERET 
HOC DONO PETRUS HONORAT 
VIRGINIS A N N A PIE 
MATER VENERANDA MARIE 
Kazimierz Ciechanowski, Epigrafika románská i wczesnogotycka w Polsce [The Romanesque and Early-Gothic 
Epigtaph in Poland] (Wroclaw: Ossolineum, 1965), 38-40. 
10 Sztuka polska przedromaňska i románská, 2:760. 



Case C 

T h e S i l e s i an Pala t ine Peter W l o s t o w i c is one o f t h e most i n t e r e s t i n g and w e l l - k n o w n 

persons o f t h e Pol i sh t w e l f t h c e n t u r y . T h e r e is a vast Po l i sh a n d G e r m a n l i t e r a t u r e 

devo t ed t o h is p o l i t i c a l career, f a m i l y c o n n e c t i o n s , and f o u n d a t i o n a c t i v i t y . " Peter 

W l o s t o w i c was the founder o f t w o large m o n a s t i c i n s t i t u t i o n s o f m e d i e v a l W r o c l a w 

(Bres lau) : t h e B e n e d i c t i n e monas te ry i n O l b i n and tha t o f t h e c a n o n regulars i n 

Piasek. T h e f o u n d a t i o n process o f the B e n e d i c t i n e abbey s t a r t ed somet ime i n the 

1120s a n d lasted u n t i l 1 1 4 5 . 1 2 B e n e d i c t i n e m o n k s came to W r o c l a w f r o m T y n i e c near 

C r a k o w . A very i m p o r t a n t c e r e m o n y , i n d i c a t i n g the i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o n n e c t i o n s o f t h e 

founder a n d his a m b i t i o n , h a p p e n e d i n t he s p r i n g o f 1145. Pe ter W l o s t o w i c spen t 

C h r i s t m a s o f 1144 at the c o u r t o f t he G e r m a n k i n g C o n r a d I I I i n Magdebu rg . D u e t o 

the k ing ' s support , Peter r ece ived a piece o f the re l i c o f St. V i n c e n t i u s f rom a rchb i shop 

F r i e d r i c h . T h e gif t a r r i ved i n W r o c l a w o n June 6, 1145 and was p laced i n t he monas ­

t ic c h u r c h . " A n o t h e r i m p o r t a n t e v e n t — t h e consec ra t ion o f t h e monas t i c c h u r c h , 

w h i c h usua l ly ends the f o u n d a t i o n p rocess—took place i n 1149 . T h i s c e r e m o n y was 

a t t ended by the most p r o m i n e n t nobles a n d p r i n c e Boleslas I V t h e C u r l y w h o c o n ­

f i r m e d t h e r i g h t o f the monas t e ry t o its estates. 1 

T h e f o u n d a t i o n o f t h e B e n e d i c t i n e abbey i n O l b i n is o n e o f the largest en te r ­

prises u n d e r t a k e n exc lus ive ly by a Po l i sh n o b l e m a n i n the t w e l f t h century. T h e unusu­

al scale o f t he founda t ion as w e l l as its ar t is t ic qua l i ty indicates t h e except iona l ly h i g h 

pos i t ion o f the founder a n d h i s i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o n n e c t i o n s . 

A n o t h e r large f o u n d a t i o n u n d e r t a k e n by t h e Si lesian palatínus was the m o n a s t e r y 

o f canons regular i n W r o c l a w Piasek. T h e precise t i m e o f t h e f o u n d a t i o n process is 

u n k n o w n . 1 5 A group o f canons o r i g i n a t i n g f r o m Flanders m o v e d there f r o m a n o t h e r 

monas te ry also founded by Peter o n M o u n t S l ç z a (Zob tenbe rge ) s o m e t i m e after 1 1 2 1 . 

T h e f i rs t d o c u m e n t w h i c h refers u n d o u b t e d l y t o the f u n c t i o n i n g monastery is a papa l 

b u l l issued by Celest ine I I I i n 1193, c o n f i r m i n g its e n d o w m e n t . 1 6 T h e b u i l d i n g o f t he 

H o l y V i r g i n monas t i c c h u r c h was i n i t i a t e d at t h e end o f Peter's l i f e a n d f in i shed by h is 

1 1 Stanislaw Trawkowski, "Piott Wlostowic," [Peter Wlostowic] in Polski Sbumik Biograficmy [Polish 
Bibliographical Dictionary], vol. 26 (Wroclaw: Ossolineum, 1981), 355-62. Contains large bibliography. 
1 2 The first known document related to the foundation of the Benedictine monastety in Wtoclaw is a char­
ter issued by bishop Robert in 1139. This charter recorded that the monastery was built by Piotr. Codex 
Diplomaticus nec non epistolarius Silesiae, ed. Karol Maleczyňski, vol. 1 (Wroclaw: Wroctawskie Towarzystwo 
Milošników Historii, 1956) no 16. 
1 3 Annales Magdeburgenses, ed. Georg H . Petz, in Monumenta Germaniae Historka, Scriptores, vol. 16 
(Hannover, 1959), 187. 
1 4 Codex Diplomaticus Silesiae, no 69. 
1 5 The first document related to this institution is the charter issued by Bishop Walter in 1149/50 at the 
tequest of the foundets. Codex Diplomaticus Silesiae, no 26. 
16 Ibid., no 71 



wife and son i n t h e sixties a n d ear ly 

seventies o f t h e t w e l f t h c e n t u r y . 

T h i s is also p roved by the f o u n d a t i o n 

t y m p a n u m o f th i s c h u r c h , d e p i c t i n g 

o n l y M a r y t h e w i d o w o f Pe t e r 

W l o s t o w i c and the i r son Swiçtostaw. 

T h i s ob jec t presents the h i g h e s t 

q u a l i t y a m o n g a l l Po l i sh f o u n d a t i o n 

t y m p a n a f r o m t h e t w e l f t h c e n t u r y . 

I t conveys t h e same i d e o l o g i c a l 

message as t h e o thers , bu t i n a v e r y 

d i f ferent way . T h e cen t r a l p lace is 

occupied by a figure o f the c r o w n e d 

V i r g i n w i t h t h e C h i l d . S h e is 

addressed by t he donors : M a r y t h e w i d o w o f Peter W l o s t o w i c , o n the left , a n d 

Swiç tos taw, he r son, o n the r i g h t . T h e V i r g i n is s i t t i n g o n a t h r o n e w i t h the c r o w n o f 

a ruler , bu t t h e donors are a l m o s t as t a l l as she is. T h e y show great respect to the sacred; 

howeve r , t he d i s t a n c e — b o t h spa t i a l and i n d i c a t e d by the pos tu re—presen t i n t h e 

t y m p a n a i n w h i c h C h r i s t is d e p i c t e d is n o t p resent here. M a r y t h e w i d o w o f Peter 

W l o s t o w i c is s t a n d i n g u p r i g h t a n d approaches t h e V i r g i n , h o l d i n g i n her hands a 

m o d e l o f the c h u r c h . M a r y is d e p i c t e d as a great lady , a nob le w o m a n conscious o f he r 

h i g h p o s i t i o n . H e r a t t i re is d e p i c t e d w i t h f ine de ta i l s i n d i c a t i n g t h e abundance o f 

c l o t h . T h e i n s c r i p t i o n draws a t t e n t i o n t o the fact t h a t M a r y shares t h e name w i t h t h e 

V i r g i n and t h a t t h e f o u n d a t i o n is a j o i n t enterpr ise o f he r and he r s o n . 1 7 Swiç tos taw is 

p laced s y m m e t r i c a l l y o n the o t h e r side o f the V i r g i n . H e is p o r t r a y e d as a y o u n g boy , 

wea r ing a k n e e - l e n g t h t u n i c w i t h embro ide red edges. H i s posture is n e i t h e r s t a n d i n g 

no r k n e e l i n g ; h is knees are b e n t , b u t they do n o t t o u c h the g r o u n d . T h i s posture is 

ca l led genuflection. I t was w i d e l y used i n m e d i e v a l m o n a s t i c l i fe t o replace knee l ing o n 

the ho ly days. 1 8 

A n o t h e r i m p o r t a n t e v i d e n c e o f the f o u n d a t i o n a c t i v i t y i n W r o c l a w is re la ted t o 

Peter's son- in - l aw Jaksa. 1 9 1 w i l l leave aside a l l the discussion about t h e "Jaksa p r o b l e m " 

1 7 HAS M A T R I VENIAE 
TIBI DO M A R I A MARIAE 
HAS OFFERT AEDES 
SWENTOSLAVS MEA PROLES 
Ciechanowski, Epigrafika románská, 22. 
1 8 Przemyslaw Mrozowski, "Genuflection in Medieval Western Culture: The Gesture of Expiation - the 
Praying Posture" Acta Poloniae Historka 68 (1993): 13-15. 
1 9 See Gerard Labuda, "Jaksa z Kopanicy", "Jaksa z Miechowa," [Jaksa from Kopanica, Jaksa from Miechów] 
in Polski Siownik Biogrficzny [Polish Biographical Dictionary], vol. 10. (Wroclaw: Ossolineum, 1962-64), 340-1. 
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a n d w i l l n o t t r y t o argue w h i c h o f 

t h e persons b e a r i n g the name Jaksa 

was Peter's s o n - i n - l a w . T h e r e is n o 

d o u b t , h o w e v e r , t h a t a c e r t a i n Jaksa 

( w h o e v e r he m a y have been) m a d e a 

d o n a t i o n for t h e B e n e d i c t i n e abbey 

i n O l b i n i n the first h a l f o f the 1160s. 

H e was a bene fac to r o f one o f t h e 

monas t i c churches , St. M i c h a e l ' s 

chu rch , w h i c h was b u i l t ha l f a cen tu ry 

earl ier . M o s t p r o b a b l y , t h i s c h u r c h 

was s imply r e n o v a t e d at his expense . 

T h e d o n a t i o n t y m p a n u m c o m m e m o r a t i n g t h i s even t , d e p i c t i n g h i m and h i s w i f e 

Aga f i a , was d iscovered i n W r o c l a w i n 196 2 . 2 0 T h i s t y m p a n u m was k n o w n f r o m e i g h ­

t e e n t h - c e n t u r y drawings b u t h a d disappeared i n t h e b e g i n n i n g o f t h e last c e n t u r y . T h e 

object was discovered i n r a the r g o o d c o n d i t i o n , t h o u g h three o u t o f the four figures o f 

the dono r s are damaged. 

T h e c e n t r a l p o s i t i o n i n t h e t y m p a n u m , as usual, is o c c u p i e d by the f igure o f 

C h r i s t , w h i c h presents, a c c o r d i n g t o scho la r sh ip , the m i x t u r e o f t w o types o f i c o n o -

g raph i ca l represen ta t ion : C h r i s t i n Majes ty a n d C h r i s t the T e a c h e r . T h e f igure is sur­

rounded by a m a n d a r l a w i t h the insc r ip t ion : 1 A N V A S V M U I T E PER M E Q U I C U M Q /ve/ 

V E N 1 T E . H e sits o n a r a i n b o w w h i c h , as l i t e r a t u r e suggests, m i g h t symbolise H e a v e n 

and E a r t h . Chr i s t ' s robe is t y p i c a l for t h i s sort o f r ep resen ta t ion ; its f o r m o r ig ina t e s 

f r o m B y z a n t i n e art , and its v e r y f o r m a l cha rac t e r emphasizes t h e role o f C h r i s t t he 

Ruler . T h e o p e n b o o k w i t h t h e i n s c r i p t i o n Ego S V M Q V I S V M comes f r o m the 

H e b r e w B i b l e , and the gesture o f b e n e d i c t i o n or ig ina tes f r o m R o m a n representa t ions 

of ph i lo sophe r s a n d teachers. T h e t y m p a n u m was p laced above t h e m a i n d o o r o f t he 

c h u r c h ; i t i l lustrates the m e a n i n g o f the i n s c r i p t i o n , C h r i s t as a gate to e t e r n a l l i f e . 2 1 

T h e figures o f the donors are h a l f the h e i g h t o f C h r i s t , p laced s y m m e t r i c a l l y o n each 

side. Jaksa, seen o n the r i g h t , carries a m o d e l o f the St. M i c h a e l c h u r c h ; p r i n c e 

Boleslas t h e C u r l y , seen o n t h e le f t , carr ies a m o d e l o f t h e c h u r c h w i t h t h e i n s c r i p ­

t i o n I N b l T O M . T h e i r i d e n t i t y is r evea led b y t h e i n s c r i p t i o n o n t he i n n e r s e m i c i r -

2 1 Krystyna Maczewska-Pilch, Tympanon fundacyjny z Ohinia na tle przedstawieň o charakterze donacyjnym, 
[The Foundation Tympanum from Olbin in the Relationship to the Other Representations of Donations] 
(Wroclaw: Ossolineum, 1973), 18-25. 
2 0 Krystyna Mlczewska-Pilch, "Tympanon tomaňski z Olbinia" [The Romanesque Tympanum from Olbin] 
Biuletyn Historii Sztuki 25 (1963): 53-6. 
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c u l a r f r a m e . 2 2 B o t h m e n are s t and ing , t h e i r dress is d e p i c t e d w i t h the deta i ls o f e m b r o i ­

dery d e c o r a t i o n . T h e female figure k n e e l i n g b e h i n d Jaksa is his w i fe . H e r dress has 

l o n g , fashionable sleeves, and her head is covered t o i n d i c a t e m a r r i e d status. H e r name 

is i n sc r ibed , i n C y r i l l i c , above her: A G A [ P ] E A . I n c o n t r a s t t o t he gesture o f t h e m e n , 

w h o are h a n d i n g gifts t o Chr i s t , her gesture o f p ray ing a n d her ben t head ind ica te deep 

reverence. T h e use o f C y r i l i c let ters is o f t e n i n t e r p r e t e d as a personal c h o i c e o f Aga f i a , 

w h o w a n t e d to i n d i c a t e her a t t a c h m e n t t o he r m o t h e r ' s her i tage , t h a t o f a R u t h e n i a n 

pr incess . T h e last person depic ted there is a son o f p r i n c e Boleslas. H i s f igure , a lmost 

c o m p l e t e l y des t royed, is s t and ing b e h i n d his fa ther , w i t h t he name L E S T E K insc r ibed 

above . 2 

T h e t y m p a n u m f r o m O l b i n i n c o m p a r i s o n w i t h t h e o t h e r t y m p a n a e x a m i n e d i n 

th i s paper presents i ts message p a r t i c u l a r l y c lear ly . T h e r e are three levels , c o n n e c t e d 

w i t h each o t h e r — p o l i t i c a l , social , a n d re l ig ious . T h e f i rs t one alludes t o t h e m u t u a l 

p o l i t i c a l suppor t b e t w e e n p r i nce Boleslas the C u r l y a n d Jaksa, the second ind ica te s the 

very h i g h social p o s i t i o n o f Jaksa a n d h is wi fe , a n d t h e t h i r d one impl i e s t h a t donors 

made pious gestures w h i c h increased t h e i r chances for e t e r n a l l i fe . 

C o n c l u s i o n 

T h e first focus o f m y inves t iga t ion was founder m o t i v a t i o n and a t t i tude t o t h e founded 

i n s t i t u t i o n . T h i s issue shou ld be regarded i n t w o aspects: "eschatologica l advantages" 

d e r i v i n g f r o m the p ious gesture and d o w n - t o - e a r t h a t t i t udes t o monas t i c p r o p e r t y . T h e 

f o u n d a t i o n s o f t h e monaster ies were, i n a l l cases p resen ted by me, suppor ted by o the r 

members o f the k i n d r e d . W i v e s , c h i l d r e n and o t h e r re la t ives gave some o f t h e i r o w n 

proper t ies to suppor t t he f o u n d a t i o n a n d to en joy c e r t a i n pr iv i leges a n d t o increase 

t h e i r o w n chances for e te rna l s a l v a t i o n . T h e f o u n d a t i o n charters descr ibed th i s as 

sacrum commercium—the exchange o f e a r t h ly p r o p e r t y for e t e rna l goods, b u t ac tua l ly 

founders d i d n o t r e a l l y g ive away these proper t ies s ince t h e y usually k e p t some sort o f 

c o n t r o l over the f inances o f t he monas te ry . T h e founder ' s f a m i l y c o n t i n u e d to c o n t r o l 

the monastery a n d c o u l d send u n m a r r i e d c h i l d r e n , especial ly female, t o pursue ecclesi­

ast ical careers there . Beatr ice , a daughter o f the founder o f t he Strzelno monas tery , was 

its first prioress, a l t h o u g h the possibi l i ty o f a real rel igious c a l l i n g should n o t be comple te ly 

2 2 [ad hanc novella] 
[du]X FERT SUA D O N A CAPELLAM 
QUE FERT IACO CH[rist]OS 
SUSCIPE TEMPLA PIUls] 
Ciechanowski, Epigráfia románská i wczesnogotycka w Polsce, 23-28. 
2 i Maczewska-Pilch, Tympanon fundacyjny, 9-13. 



disregarded. M o n a s t i c l i fe was a t t r a c t i v e t o m e d i e v a l peop le i n m a n y aspects. Pre­

m o n s t r a t e n s i a n n u n n e r i e s i n pa r t i cu l a r were very o f t e n places w h i c h a d m i t t e d e x c l u ­

s ive ly upper-class w o m a n . T h i s is t rue i n t h e case o f t h e S t rze lno n u n n e r y w h i c h i n t he 

t h i r t e e n t h cen tu ry became a f a sh ionab le re l ig ious house for n o b l e w o m e n f r o m 

G r e a t e r P o l a n d and K u j a v i a . 

T h e second focus o f m y i n v e s t i g a t i o n — t h e founders ' se l f - representa t ion—is o f 

course re l a t ed to t h e p rev ious issue a n d is e x a m i n e d o n the bases o f t w o types o f 

sources: f o u n d a t i o n t y m p a n a and char te r s . A l t h o u g h t h e y use d i f fe ren t m e d i a , t h e 

messages a l l s imi la r a n d shou ld n o t be analyzed i n i s o l a t i o n . T h e scenes o f t h e f o u n ­

d a t i o n t y m p a n a carry t h e message t h a t t h e c h u r c h was b u i l t due t o t h e generos i ty o f 

t h e p eo p l e dep ic ted t h e r e o n . I t also makes manifes t t h e special r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h the 

sacred w h i c h was a result o f the pious g i f t . T h e y c o m m e m o r a t e d n o t o n l y t he f o u n d a t i o n 

as such, b u t the par t icu la r m o m e n t o f t h e consecra t ion o f a c h u r c h , w h i c h was unders tood 

as a sa in t , t he V i r g i n , o r C h r i s t r e c e i v i n g a c h u r c h . T h e consec ra t ion ce remonies were 

i m p o r t a n t fes t ivi t ies , a g a t h e r i n g o f t h e w h o l e k i n d r e d , o f i m p o r t a n t peop le f r o m the 

n e i g h b o r h o o d , and somet imes even o f rulers , as was t h e case o f the c o n s e c r a t i o n o f t he 

B e n e d i c t i n e abbey's c h u r c h i n O l b i n i n 1149 . These peop le were l i s ted a m o n g the w i t ­

nesses o f the f o u n d a t i o n charters usually issued o n these occasions. These gatherings o f the 

n o b l e m e n at the consecra t ions were , i n m y u n d e r s t a n d i n g , an i m p o r t a n t factor i n 

spreading the idea o f "be ing a founder," v i s ib le i n the case o f Zby lu t , founder o f t he L e k n o 

monastery , w h o after wi tness ing many consecrat ions u n d e r t o o k his o w n f o u n d a t i o n . 




